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- when they entered the mainstream of public life. The texts are by 
computer scientists, artists, architects, literary writers, interface designers, 
cultural critics, and individuals working across disciplines.
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Introduction 

Vannevar Bush – promoted a new kind of collaborative relationship between the military, industry 
and academic researchers – without congressional or any other oversight p. 35 

“military-industrial complex” – called the “iron triangle” of self-perpetuating military, industrial, 
and academic relationships p. 35 

memex – proposed by Bush; uses methods such as microfilm storage, dry photography and analog 
computing to give postwar scholars access to a huge, indexed repository of knowledge; all that is 
instantly retrievable p. 35 

“The memex has been envisioned as a means of turning an information explosion into a knowledge 
explosion. This remains one of the defining dreams of new media” p. 35 

Dr. Bush 
• men of science should make knowledge more accessible p. 37 
• inherited knowledge of the ages 
• calls for a new relationship between thinking man and the sum of our knowledge p. 37 

Major question – Of what lasting benefit has been man’s use of science and of the new instruments 
which his research brought into existence? 
Answer – they have increased his control of his material environment; science has provided a record 
of ideas and has enabled man to manipulate and to make extracts from that record so that knowledge 
evolves and endures throughout the life of a race rather than that of an individual p. 37 

Methods of transmitting and reviewing research results are generations old are by now totally 
inadequate for their purpose p.37 

Science – provide a record of ideas and has enabled man to manipulate and to make extracts from 
that record so that knowledge evolves and endures throughout the life of a race rather than that of an 
individual p. 37 (prediction of blogs here?) 

Professionally our methods of transmitting and reviewing the results of research are generations old 
and by now are totally inadequate for their purpose. p. 37 

A record if it is to be useful to science, must be continuously extended, it must be stored and above 
all it must be consulted p. 38 

The world has arrived at an age of cheap complex devices of great reliability; and something is 
bound to come of it p. 38 

Compression is important to costs p. 40 

Instances of sexism – p. 40, part 3, second paragraph; p. 41, second column, second paragraph; p. 
47, first column, third paragraph 

The users of advanced methods of manipulating data are a very small part of the population (I 
think this is untrue today) p. 41 

“The advanced arithmetical machines of the future will be electrical in nature, and they will 
perform at 100 times present speeds or more.” p. 41 

The repetitive is fit to be relegated to the machine p. 41 

If scientific reasoning were limited to the logical processes of arithmetic, we should not get far in 
our understanding of the physical world. p. 42 (hints of quantum mechanics to come) 
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